The evidence indicates that Listerella Pirie 1927 and Listeria Pirie 1940 were named in honor of Lord Joseph Lister, the father of antiseptic surgery, and not Sir Spencer Lister, as some have claimed. Other uses of Listerella as a generic name recognized the contributions of Lord Lister's father and younger brother. The Listers honored by other uses of the names Listeria and Listera were not of Lord Lister's immediate family. The specific epithet listeri, used in the names of three species of bacteria, also honors Lord Lister.
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When Pirie (10) named his "Tiger River bacillus" Listerella hepatolytica, he little realized the taxonomic, nomenclatural, and etymological problems he had raised. In an addendum t o his report, he noted that Murray et al. (9) had isolated a similar organism in England and named it Bacterium monocytogenes. He acknowledged that this epithet was more appropriate than hepatolytica, and when the identity of the two organisms was established, the name Listerella monocytogenes was adopted. Later, when it was pointed out that the name Listerella had been used previously, Pirie (11) suggested changing the name to Listeria monocytogenes, not realizing that this generic name had also been used before. Seeliger (12) has pointed out some of these nomenclatural problems.
In So much is made of Lister's contribution to surgery that we tend to forget that, after a colleague had drawn his attention t o Pasteur's contributions, he spent a great deal of time growing microorganisms. In his early work, he got the impression that bacteria, yeasts, and fungi developed from one another; but in correspondence, Pasteur pointed out that he must be working with mixed cultures. Lister then reasoned that by diluting his mixtures until a drop contained only one organism he should be able t o grow that organism alone; on one of his first attempts, he obtained a pure culture of Bacterium Zactis Lister 1873, the organism now known as Streptococcus lactis. He was thus the first t o isolate a bacterium in pure culture.
In checking these facts, it was interesting to find that the other uses of Listerella as a generic name had been in honor of Lord Lister's father and brother.
Listerella Cushman 1933, a genus of foraminifera, was named in honor of Joseph Jackson Lister, his father, a wine merchant whose hobby was lens grinding. He produced the first achromatic lens, an accomplishment which earned him an F.R.S. He was interested in nature in general, and his children were all keen naturalists.
Arthur Lister, Joseph's younger brother, was an expert on the slime molds, and his "Monograph on the Mycetozoa" raised considerable interest in this group of organisms. Listerella Jahn 1906 was named in his honor.
It probably is unique that the same name was chosen for three quite different groups of organisms t o honor the contributions t o biology of a father and his two sons.
The name Listeria has been used for a genus of flowering plants, of diptera, and of butter- Waksman and Henrici 1948, 9611 . Only Erikson indicated that the species was named for Joseph Lister, the father of antiseptic surgery. However, it can be assumed that the same holds true for the other two species since they were christened during the period when Lister was being feted on the continent.
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